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Americans say the president has gained influence over what news organizations

report in past year
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Three Things
You Should Know

About half of Americans think the
president has gained influence
over news coverage in the last
year. Four in 10 Americans say
the same about news
organization owners.

Americans broadly agree that
government pressure on news
organizations is a problem.

More than one-third say that
journalists and newsroom
editors have less influence
over what news organizations
report than a year ago.

Americans perceive the president and news
organization owners gaining influence over the
news in the last year. At the same time, they say
journalists and editors have less influence than
ayear ago.

cy of Americans surveyed say the president's
53 O influence over news coverage has grown

over the last year

Americans are divided on regulatory agencies:

~4in10 36%

say these agencies say their influence
have gained influence is unchanged
over news coverage

How has each actor’s influence changed in the past year?

B Moreinfluence B About the same Less influence

President 17%

Owners of news orgs 22%

Federal regulators

209
(FCC/FTC) ?

Editors & journalists

0% 25% 50% 5% 100%



Most Americans who see increased influence
view it as unacceptable, though the intensity
varies by actor.

) The president’s increased influence

v draws the most intense negative reaction.
Among those who say the president has
more influence than a year ago, nearly
half say that increase is completely
unacceptable.

News organization owners’ increased influence draws
the broadest disapproval.

?60/ say the increase is unacceptable,
(o)

the highest share for any actor

Increased influence among journalists and newsroom
editors has the highest acceptance. Among those who say
journalists and newsroom editors have more influence:

41% call the increase acceptable

58% find it unacceptable

Across party lines, Americans see government
pressure on news organizations as a problem.

90% of Americans say government
officials directly pressuring news
organizations about what they should
or should not report is at least a minor
problem.

80% of Americans say each of the four

~_| forms of government pressure below is
at least a minor problem, and that broad
agreement holds across party, income,
education, and age groups.
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Democratic, higher-income and more
educated respondents were more likely
to call government pressure a major
problem, while lower-income,
less-educated, younger and male
respondents were more likely to call it

a minor problem.
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How acceptable is each actor’s increased influence?

Somewhat acceptable B Completely acceptable

Somewhat unacceptable Completely unacceptable

President -

News owners I

Federal
regulators

Editors
& journalists

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

How much of a problem is government pressure?

[ Major problem Minor problem Il Notaproblem

Direct pressure on
news organizations

Investigating news
organizations

Pressure via advertisers, ‘
technology companies,
or owners ‘

Informal encouragement
to change reporting

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Study Methodology

This survey was conducted by NORC at the University of
Chicago with support from Knight Foundation. Data were
collected using the AmeriSpeak Omnibus®, and interviews
were conducted between June 25 -30 2026, with 1,086
adults age 18 and older via web and telephone in English
and Spanish. The overall margin of sampling error is plus
or minus 4.1 percentage points at the 95% confidence level.

Additional information about the AmeriSpeak panel
methodology is available at https://amerispeak.norc.org/



